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SOCIOLOGY (SOC) MAJOR
What you will study
The sociology program is organized by different threads or dimensions:

• First are foundational courses that give you a basic overview of
the field and some initial experience applying sociological ideas
to work on specific features of our way of life. Here you see how
sociology applies in all facets of human experience, from figuring out
how people act and think online to how people from different social
classes or cultural groups see each other. Some courses you take are
Introduction to Social Science, Working in Diverse Groups, and Social
Movements and Social Change.

• Next is the core in social systems. Some of the most important
forces shaping how a society works are the society’s economic and
political systems. Because these are so central to what happens in
society, you need to learn a lot about them. You are concerned about
how people make their livings, where our economy is heading, who
gets elected to office, and why political decisions are made. Courses
here include American Politics and Economic Environment, Race and
Ethnicity in American Life, and Social Theory.

• You also focus a great deal on research and practice in the discipline.
Sociology emphasizes the use of valid and reliable data to inform its
discussions: this is a big part of what makes a sociologist different
from others who may have social concerns but are not as aware
of the facts needed to explore them carefully. You take courses in
Behavioral Science Research Methods and Probability and Statistics,
employing the latest computer technologies. You can even learn how
to use data to create geographic maps to help others understand
social trends, like crime rates, voting patterns, and changing attitudes
and values. In various courses you learn interviewing skills. You
also do a mentored internship at a site related to the discipline and
your career goals, where you can practice using your sociological
observation and analytical skills to meet your internship learning
goals and gain experience in seeing how to apply sociology in the
workplace. You also learn how to translate your sociological skills
into running programs to tackle social issues, through courses like
Fundraising and Grant Writing or Program Evaluation. The Alverno
research and practice curriculum is very strong and often helps
graduates get jobs or enter graduate school.

• You take a variety of topic courses that you choose to enhance your
individual interests. You choose the ones most interesting to you and
most relevant to your life. Some courses from which to choose are
The Family, Criminology, Case Management,  Comparative Politics,
Cross-Cultural Social Psychology, and several others.

Requirements

Code Title Credits
Intermediate Requirements
SOC-220 Social Movements & Social Change 4
BSC-255 Behavioral Science Research Methods 4
BSC-256 Probability & Statistics 4
MGT-210 Macroeconomics 3
POL-225 American Politics 4
SOC-399 Formal Introduction to Advanced Work 0
Advanced Requirements

SOC-341 Geographical Information Systems 3
SOC-301 Social Theory 4
SOC-306 Race & Ethnicity in American Life 4
SOC-320 Families and Society 4

or SOC-321 Criminology & Social Justice
INTERN-383 Internship Seminar 2
SOC Elective Sociology (SOC) Elective, 300 or 400 level 6
SOC-491 Advanced Seminar in Sociology 2

Academic Map

The Academic Map below should be used for planning purposes only. 
All official graduation requirements are listed on a student's Academic
Evaluation.  Course Sequence is subject to change. All students must
complete a minimum of 120 credits to earn a Bachelors Degree.


